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TIME SPEAKER TOPIC INSTITUTE 

Session I: Brain, Pain, and Innovation: Approaches to Improved Outcomes 
Moderator: Nitin Nadella 

8:45 Welcome 

9:00 
Rana 

Yakhshi 
Tafti 

Intestinal Barrier Dysfunction Shapes Neuroinflammation in a Sex-Dependent 
Manner NCI-CCR 

9:15 Aaliyah 
Schultz 

Neuronal Excitability Drives Vestibular Schwannomatosis in NF2 NINDS 

9:30 Raj Nair Development of Endogenous Nanobody-Based Optical Phenotyping NINDS 

9:45 Yiling Dong Association of Midlife and Late-life Obesity with Late-life Brain Amyloid 
Deposition: The ARIC Study 

NINDS 

10:00 Randall 
Jones 

Neurofunctional and Behavioral Responses to Acute Ketamine During 
Emotional Face-Matching Task-Based fMRI NIMH 

Session II: Characterizing Hearing, Vision, and Craniofacial Conditions 
Moderator: Migelle Paolo Orobia 

10:30 Han Dewan Conducting Ciliogenesis: The Role of FOXJ1 in the Developing Inner Ear NIDCD 

10:45 David Pellei Differentiation of iPSCs into Lateral Plate Mesoderm to Repair Cartilage 
Defects with Fibrin Microbeads 

NIDCR 

11:00 Honesty 
Boone 

Malocclusion in Fibrous Dysplasia: Characterization, Prevalence, and Risk 
Factors NIDCR 

11:15 Amy Banks 
Multimodal Assessment of Temporomandibular Disorder in Loeys–Dietz 

Syndrome NIDCR 

11:30 Elena 
Wilson 

Characterization of Unidentified Genetic Mutation in the Pathogenesis of 
Coloboma 

NEI 

11:45 Hyungee Ha Interpretation of Adaptive Optics Features in Age-Related Macular 
Degeneration Using Optical Coherence Tomography Co-Registration 

NEI 
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Session III: Hematologic and Head & Neck Malignancies 
Moderator: Deven Singh 

1:15 Mark Solter 
A Prospective Evaluation for Extramedullary Disease in Relapsed/Refractory 
B-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia: Integration of PET/CT and Correlative 

Biomarkers 
NCI-CCR 

1:30 
Migelle 
Paolo 

Orobia 

Derivation and Characterization of Murine Cas9+ EpCAM+ Oral Squamous 
Cell Carcinoma Cell Lines: mCas9-OSCC 

NCI-CCR 

1:45 Shrey Shah Development of Cell Lines and Organoids from Chemical Carcinogen-
Induced Sinonasal Tumors 

NCI-CCR 

2:00 
Rikhil 

Makwana 
Automated Tools for the Detection, Classification, and Prognostication of 

Head and Neck Cancer NCI-CCR 

2:15 
Donald 

Wunsch III 
A Machine Learning Approach to Classifying Active Disease in Multiple 

Myeloma Images 
NCI-CCR 

Session IV: Interventional Strategies in Solid Tumors 
Moderator: Jessica Riopedre 

2:45 Deven Singh Intraprocedural Automatic Angiography Planner for Interventional Oncology CC 

3:00 Sophia Xiao 
Characterization of Floxuridine-Mediated Biliary Injury to Unveil Novel 

Toxicity Mitigation Strategies 
NCI-CCR 

3:15 Pavan 
Bhimalli Dual Antigen Targeting in CAR-T Cell Therapy for Hepatocellular Carcinoma NCI-CCR 

3:30 Roopa 
Gorur Investigating STING in Adrenocortical Carcinoma NCI-CCR 
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Session V: Session V: Diagnostic Strategies in Dermatology and Pulmonology 
Moderator: Raj Nair 

9:00 
Kingsley 

Osei-
Karikari 

Metabolic Pathway Disruptions in Hidradenitis Suppurativa and Its Severity-
Associated Biomarkers 

NIAID 

9:15 Jessica 
Riopedre 

Clinical Findings Suggestive of Mosaic Tuberous Sclerosis Complex in 
Individuals with Apparent Sporadic Lymphangioleiomyomatosis 

NHLBI 

9:30 Gabriella 
Chefitz 

Unlocking the Potential of Merkel Cell Polyomavirus in the Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Merkel Cell Carcinoma 

NIAMS 

9:45 Nitin 
Nadella 

Redefining Azithromycin Response for Chronic Lung Allograft Dysfunction 
Prophylaxis: A cfDNA Analysis 

NHLBI 

10:00 Emily 
Scoville 

Characterization of Lung Proteomic Changes in Patients with Acute 
Respiratory Distress Syndrome Supported by Extracorporeal Membrane 

Oxygenation 
NHLBI 

Session VI: Emerging Insights in Health Outcomes and Policy 
Moderator: Honesty Boone 

10:30 
Tadana 

Vazquez-
Rothschuh 

Chronic Pelvic Pain and Quality of Life in Individuals with Mayer-Rokitansky-
Küster-Hauser-Syndrome (MRKH): An International Cross-Sectional Survey 

NICHD 

10:45 Virali Patel Maternal Cardiovascular Risk During Labor and Delivery in Twins and Triplets 
versus Singletons 

NICHD 

11:00 Megan 
Ezeude 

Heart Failure Mortality in the Southern Community Cohort Study NHLBI 

11:15 Madyson 
Williams 

Psychosocial Risk and Adverse Neighborhood Conditions Are Associated with 
Lower Objectively Measured Physical Activity: Evidence from the All of Us 

Research Program 
NHLBI 

11:30 Vamsi 
Chodisetty 

Financial Reserves and Capacity Retrenchment: U.S. Hospital Staffed Beds 
Before and After COVID-19 CC 

11:45 Davis 
Meadors 

Which Patients Are Considered Eligible for Physician-Assisted Death in the 
US? Legal Criteria and Public Opinions in a National Survey 

CC 



2025-2026 NIH Medical Research Scholars 

Amy Banks University of California at Los Angeles School of Dentistry 

Pavan Bhimalli University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health 

Honesty Boone University of California at Los Angeles School of Dentistry 

Gabriella Chefitz Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Vamsi Chodisetty Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 

Han Dewan University of Maryland School of Medicine 

Yiling Dong George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences 

Megan Ezeude Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 

Roopa Gorur University of Michigan Medical School 
Hyungee Ha Central Michigan University College of Medicine 

Randall Jones Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western University 

Rikhil Makwana 
Chicago Medical School at Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and 

Science 
Davis Meadors Indiana University School of Medicine 

Nitin Nadella University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Medicine 

Raj Nair Eastern Virginia Medical School 
Migelle Paolo Orobia University of California at San Francisco School of Dentistry 

Kingsley Osei-Karikari Weill Cornell Medical College of Cornell University 

Virali Patel Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University 

David Pellei Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 

Jessica Riopedre FIU Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine 

Aaliyah Schultz 
State University of New York, Downstate Medical Center College of 

Medicine 
Emily Scoville Duke University School of Medicine 

Shrey Shah Rutgers New Jersey Medical School 
Deven Singh Rutgers, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 
Mark Solter Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western University 

Tadana Vazquez-
Rothschuh Ponce Health Sciences University School of Medicine 

Madyson Williams University of Missouri - Columbia School of Medicine 

Elena Wilson Medical University of South Carolina College of Medicine 

Donald Wunsch Saint Louis University School of Medicine 

Sophia Xiao University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine 

Rana Yakhshi Tafti Chicago Medical School at Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and 
Science 




